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                                 MORRISTOWN ZONING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
                   Public Hearing/Regular Meeting    Thursday, January 17, 2019   7:00 p.m.                                                                                                                  
 
Members Present:  Chairman Jim Lonergan, Steve Felix, Mark Morris and Mike O’Rourke 
Also Present:  Loren Dahle, Danny Timm, Matt Rossow, Tyler Velzke, State Building Inspector 
Dan Murphy, Zoning Administrator Brad Potter and City Clerk/Treasurer Sheri Gregor 

1.  Call to Order: 
      The regular meeting of the Morristown Zoning Board was called to order, at 7:00 p.m., by  
      Chairman Jim Lonergan, on Thursday, January 17, 2019, in the Council Chambers at City 
      Hall, at 402 S. Division Street.  
 
2.   Additions/Corrections to Agenda: 
      Adding to “New Business” E. Tyler Velzke, F. Randy Timm and G. Unapproved Zoning 
      Permits.  The Dale Melchert zoning application is added to the Zoning Administrator’s  
      report.  Motion by Mark Morris, seconded by Mike O’Rourke, and carried unanimously to  
      accept the Agenda, with the additions. 

      Steve Felix motioned to close the regular meeting to open the public hearing, seconded by 
      Mark Morris, and was carried unanimously.   
      Public Hearing - Brad Potter explained the section to be added to the zoning ordinance  
      regarding solar energy systems, to create standards for the construction of solar panel  
      systems.  After a discussion, more information was desired, with the possibility of requiring a  
      CUP for the project and specific wording for this section will be presented.  Motion by Mike  
      O’Rourke to close the public hearing, seconded by Mark Morris, and carried unanimously. 
      Motion by Steve Felix to reopen the regular meeting at 7:35 p.m., seconded by Mike  
     O’Rourke, and carried unanimously. 
 
3.  Additions/Corrections of Meeting Minutes:  
     Motion by Steve Felix, seconded by Mark Morris, and carried unanimously to accept the  
     November 15, 2018 minutes material as presented. 
 
4.  Report on Council Action Taken at Last Meetings:       
     None 
 
5.  Requests to be Heard:      
     Loren Dahle wanted to be heard on items I. and L.. 
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6. Old/Unfinished Business: 
     A.  The property taxes on 206 Bloomer Street W. were assessed for $1,200.00, payable in  
           2019, due to non-compliance of violation fines. After the revision of the fine structure, 
           certain ordinances pertaining to the city process and procedures in the event of  
           neglectful conduct of violation notices and administrative fines, a complaint letter will be 
           sent.  Failure to comply will result in legal action to be taken by the City.    
     B.  The utility shed will be moved off the property of 412 Sidney Street W..  Issues to be  
           addressed are the after-the-fact zoning permit application, which was not approved, the 
           violation of a second driveway, which needed to be approved/with a CUP.  In following  
           protocol criteria, violation fines will be cited.  If a CUP is required, the owner is to attend 
           the next zoning meeting.   
     C.  The Board wants to receive a copy of the engineer’s report on the footings required to be  
           in compliance at 105 2nd Street S.E.   
     D.  Brad Potter will report on his findings and contact with the owner of 204 Tower Circle in  
           regards to the non-compliant utility shed setbacks.  
     E.  The property owner of 404 Washington Street E. did obtain an after-the-fact permit and  
           paid the violation fine.  The setbacks to be inspected. 
      F.  Motion by Mark Morris, seconded by Steve Felix, and carried unanimously to send a  
           letter to the property owner of 402 Washington Street E, stating the $25.00 permit fee is  
           waived due to the September 20, 2018 storm damage, but the after-the-fact permit  
           violation fee of $100.00 remains, per Ordinance 152.075.  Also the permit application 
           must be completed with a drawing to show the setback measurements 
     G.  Matt Rossow, owner of 207 1st Street N.E., addressed the letter he received on the non- 
           conforming carport.  If the existing structure is under 120 sq. foot, no permit was required 
           in 2004 (when carport was installed) and such material was allowed,.  Therefore it will be  
           allowed.  If over the 120 square footage measurement, this structure must be removed.   
     H.  Awaiting word that the annexation of 8393 250th Street W. into the city limits, with the  
          new address of 601 Washington Street E., has been accepted by the State and recorded  
          with Rice County. 
        I.  Dan Murphy gave a presentation to the Board on the state building code, licensed  
           inspections and the costs involved.  Dan would consider providing his services as our 
           zoning administrator in conjunction with the state codes.     
      J.  The vacant Zoning Board seat is still open for applicants.  We will advertise this position 
           in the newsletter. 
      K.  Brad Potter will be the Morristown acting Zoning Administrator until a replacement is  
           appointment.  This position will be posted in the newsletter also.      
      L.  Proposed ordinance revisions are tabled.    
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 7.  New Business:    
     A.  Motion by Mike O’Rourke, seconded by Steve Felix, and carried unanimously, going  
          forward, to recommend to the Council paying our zoning administrator half of the $45.00  
          per permit annual wage for the opening of a permit and the other half of the $45.00 at  
          the closing of the permit; when the permit overlaps between years’ end and a new year.        
    B.  The zoning permit application and drawing for Jamie Jensen, 405 3rd Street S.E., will be  
          studied at the next meeting. 
    C.  The board will look into revising the time frame a permit is valid for, dependent on  
          the type of building project. This item was tabled until the February 21, 2019. 
    D.  The revision of an attached garage dimension will be discussed at the February 21, 2019 
          meeting. 
    E.  Tyler Velzke, 408 3rd Street S.E., received confirmation of setback requirements on his 
          building plans to rebuild his home, due to the September tornado.            
    F.  Danny Timm, representing partner Randy Timm of Timm’s Trucking, discussed the 
          possible expansion to one of their buildings, the possibility of a hoop structure for sand  
          and salt storage and the annexation of additional property.  The board may look into  
          rezoning parcels from Ag to Hwy Commercial.  
    G.  A zoning permit cannot be issued until the zoning application, with attached drawing of  
         the project’s setbacks, material and dimensions, is brought to the Zoning Board for  
         approval.  This stipulation includes, but not limited to, new construction, garages, additions  
         and conditional use permits.  
         Before any zoning permit requiring, but not limited to, setbacks, materials and dimensions  
         can be obtained, the application with drawing must be brought forth and approved by the  
         zoning board. 
 
8.  Zoning Administrator’s Report:  
      The clerk will get more documentation included on the zoning permit application for Dale  
       Melchert of 402 3rd Street S.E.. 
      The zoning permit application for Troy Dahle’s property at 208 Tower Circle will also require  
      additional information for approval. 
      No administrator’s report this month. 
 
9.  Adjournment:   
     Motion by Mark Morris, seconded by Mike O’Rourke and carried unanimously to adjourn.      
    The meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m.. 
 
10. Next Regular Meeting:   Thursday, February 21, 2019 
                              

                               _____________________________ 
                                                                                            Sheri Gregor, City Clerk/Treasurer 


























































	Zoning Minutes 01.17.2019
	zoningminutes_02212019 (1)
	zoningminutes_03212019 (1)
	zoningminutes_0418019 (1)
	zoningminutes_0424019 (1)
	zoningminutes_05162019 (1)
	zoningminutes_06202019 (1)
	zoningminutes_07182019 (1)
	zoningminutes_08152019 (1)
	zoningminutes_09192019 (1)
	zoningminutes_11212019 (1)

